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"This communication of the Examining Division is the first one in this
examination proceedings raising the specific objection as regards
unity of invention set out below, and thus starts the time period for
filing divisional applications pursuant to Rule 36(1) (b) EPC."
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EPC 82

Article 82 Unity of invention
The European patent application shall relate to one invention only or to a group
of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

36

Rule 36 European divisional applications
(1) The applicant may file a divisional application relating to any pending
earlier European patent application, provided that:

(a) the divisional application is filed before the expiry of a time limit of
twenty-four months from the Examining Division's first communication in respect
of the earliest application for which a communication has been issued, or

(b) the divisional application is filed before the expiry of a time limit of
twenty-four months from any communication in which the Examining Division
has objected that the earlier application does not meet the requirements of Article
82, provided it was raising that specific objection for the first time.

62a

Rule 62a Applications containing a plurality of independent claims

(1) If the European Patent Office considers that the claims as filed do not
comply with Rule 43, paragraph 2, it shall invite the applicant to indicate, within
a period of two months, the claims complying with Rule 43, paragraph 2, on the
basis of which the search is to be carried out. If the applicant fails to provide such
an indication in due time, the search shall be carried out on the basis of the first
claim in each category.

(2) The Examining Division shall invite the applicant to restrict the claims to
the subject-matter searched unless it finds that the objection under paragraph 1
was not justified.
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63

Rule 63 Incomplete search

(1) If the European Patent Office considers that the European patent
application fails to such an extent to comply with this Convention that it is
impossible to carry out a meaningful search regarding the state of the art on the
basis of all or some of the subject-matter claimed, it shall invite the applicant to
file, within a period of two months, a statement indicating the subject-matter to
be searched.

(2) If the statement under paragraph 1 is not filed in due time, or if it is not
sufficient to overcome the deficiency noted under paragraph 1, the European
Patent Office shall either issue a reasoned declaration stating that the European
patent application fails to such an extent to comply with this Convention that it is
impossible to carry out a meaningful search regarding the state of the art on the
basis of all or some of the subject-matter claimed or, as far as is practicable, draw
up a partial search report. The reasoned declaration or the partial search report
shall be considered, for the purposes of subsequent proceedings, as the European
search report.

(3) When a partial search report has been drawn up, the Examining Division
shall invite the applicant to restrict the claims to the subject-matter searched
unless it finds that the objection under paragraph 1 was not justified.

70a
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Rule 70a Response to the extended European search report

(1) In the opinion accompanying the European search report the European
Patent Office shall give the applicant the opportunity to comment on the extended
European search report and, where appropriate, invite him to correct any
deficiencies noted in the opinion accompanying the European search report and to
amend the description, claims and drawings within the period referred to in Rule
70, paragraph 1.

(2) In the case referred to in Rule 70, paragraph 2, or if a supplementary
European search report is drawn up on a Euro-PCT-application, the European
Patent Office shall give the applicant the opportunity to comment on the extended
European search report and, where appropriate, invite him to correct any
deficiencies noted in the opinion accompanying the European search report and to
amend the description, claims and drawings within the period specified for
indicating whether he wishes to proceed further with the application.

(3) If the applicant neither complies with nor comments on an invitation in
accordance with paragraph 1 or 2, the application shall be deemed to be
withdrawn.

161

Rule 161 Amendment of the application

(1) If the European Patent Office has acted as the International Searching
Authority and, where a demand under Article 31 PCT was filed, also as the
International Preliminary Examining Authority for a Euro-PCT application, it
shall give the applicant the opportunity to comment on the written opinion of the
International Searching Authority or the International Preliminary Examination
Report and, where appropriate, invite him to correct any deficiencies noted in the
written opinion or in the International Preliminary Examination Report and to
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amend the description, claims and drawings within a period of one month from
the respective communication. If the European Patent Office has drawn up a
supplementary international search report, an invitation in accordance with the
first sentence shall be issued in respect of the explanations given in accordance
with Rule 45bis.7(e) PCT. If the applicant does not comply with or comment on
an invitation in accordance with the first or second sentence, the application shall
be deemed to be withdrawn.

(2) Where the European Patent Office draws up a supplementary European
search report on a Euro-PCT application, the application may be amended once
within a period of one month from a communication informing the applicant
accordingly. The application as amended shall serve as the basis for the
supplementary European search.




