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To all our Clients and Associates December 19, 2019

Introduction of DAS (Digital Access Service)

We are pleased to inform you that the DAS system will be introduced
concerning Japanese design applications from January 1, 2020 in Japan.

According to the current Japanese Design Act, we must submit priority
documents to the Japan Patent Office (JPO) when claiming priority to a prior
design application. However, after January 1, 2020, you can omit such
procedure by using the DAS system. Specifically, If you file a first design
application with a First Patent Office (FPO) in a foreign country and obtain an
access code and the like from the FPO, you can submit the access code and the
like to the JPO when filing a second design application with the JPO while
claiming priority to the first design application. If you submit the access code to
the JPO, you can omit submitting the priority documents to the JPO.

Under the circumstances, please let us know the access code and the
country of the Depositing office when you authorize us to file a design

application claiming priority.

If you require any further information and/or comments, please feel free to
contact us.

Very truly yours,
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